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APU dedicated to international understanding from day one

Few universities in the world besides Ritsumeikan
Asia Pacific Universicy (AFLU) have been established pri-
marily for the teriary education of students fron the ine
termational communiry.

It is rrue chae there are many leng-cscablished univer-
sities, not m‘i!" inJ apan bue also abroad, thac hosta large
number of international students, but this was a later de-
velopment in university education.

ADPU, inaugurated in 2000, is the brainchild of the peo-
ple at Ritsumeikan University, In 1994, the Kyoto-based
institute founded in 1900 proposed a centennial project
to launch Japan’s “first truly international universicy.”

The APU campus, located in Beppu, Oita Pre feeture,
about 430 kilometers southwest of Kyoetw, is euly inter-
nacional in chat students from abroad account for about
50 percent of its student bady, in line with the goal of the
founders of the university.

Global recruiting

For a new and unknown university trying to grow in
the highly comperitive international higher ed ucation
markeat, it was never poing to be easy e recruir a suffi-
cient number of students, APU was no exceprion—it had
to start from scratch.

Prior vo the inauguration in April 2000, Ritssumeikan
University signed scademic eollaboration agreements
wich 95 universities and research insticutes in 24 coun-
tries and regions, which gave APL many strong cooper-
ative relationships at the time of its birth. Ritsumeikan
faculty members also made many visits abroad, includ-
ingg to China, India, Indonesia, South Korea and Thai-
land, as well a5 to foreign embassies in Tokye, in the
hope of recruiring studenes from abroad o fill the lofey
goal of “three 505™—50 percent of the student body from
abroad, 50 percent of faculry members from abroad., and
to host students from ac least 50 forcign countries and re-
gions.

A truly bilingual education

APU bnasts a mulaculural environment with students
from nearly 100 esuntrizs and regions, compared to rep-
resentatives of 111 countries and regions in 3 university
in California that was cstablished about 130 years ago and
has the highest international enrollmenc among U.S, uni-

Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University, established in Beppu, Oita Prefecture, in 2000, now hosts over 6,000 students from nearly 100 countries and regions

versitics.

As of May 1, 2010, che university had a toeal of 6,231
students, including undergraduare and graduace stu-
dents, with 46.9 percent of them international students
from 98 couneries and regions. Likewise, 75 members, or
44 percent, of its 172-strong faculey represented 27 for-
cign countrics or regions.

At APU, first-year admissions is set ar 1,250 stu-
dents, 650 for the College of International Manage-
ment and 600 for the Gollege of Asia Pacific Studies.
Undergraduates can choose 1o study cheir main sub-

jects either in English or Japancse under the universi-
ty"s dual language education system, which means no
Japanese ability is required. After being admitted,
APU students are given intensive language training so
they can become as flucnt us possilale in an alternartive
language.

High rate of career success
The job market for university praduates in Japan has

been difficult dug to the sluggish economy—with the sit-
vation often described as am “ice age™ of employment.

Against such a background, it s quite remarkable thar
AP, which is just 10 years old, has been immune to the
tough job climate. Indeed, APLT has already established
itself as an exceprional school in Japan in terms of cancer
suecess ratio For graduares.

The universicy aims to keep the carcer success racio
above 90 percent. What is APU's track record? In the
2009 academic year, the ratie of students graduating with
jobs fell below 95 percent for the first tme, according o
the wniversicy's Adminiseracion Office, The figures do
not include international students who landed jobs after

praduation withour fellowing the Japanese labor market
tradition of months of job hunging well ahead of gradua-
tion.

On-campus recruiting

Mamy AP U graduates from abroad have found jobs in
Japan thanks to strong demand for new graduates of gen-
uinely international caliber—those who are fluent in
Japanese and English, and have multculiural under-
standing and experience, which are eriteria for engaging
in cross-barder business.

Beppu, one of the most popular hot spring resorts in
Japan, is abour 800 kilomerers west of Tokyo and abouc
400 kilometers from Osaka, Nonetheless, human re-
sources managers do mot hesitate to travel vo APL o con-
duct en-cam pus recruidng scssions. Every year aboun 400
companics take part in our oN-CaMPUS feCriting program.
Most of them are “repeaters.” Nnn—}:\p:ll‘lc.‘,: corp amtions
also recruit APU graduates.

For these students who apt to tap the larger job mar-
ket in Tokyo on their own, the Ritsumeikan Group has
an office near Tokyo Station to help students of both Rit-
sumeikan Universicy and AP during their sty in the
capital. In additian, APU has a web of companies that
have ptcdgcd o cooperate with the universiry to suppart
its students’ job-hunting effores by giving them access 1o
employee dormitories.

Vigit www.apu.acjp/ for more information about APU.
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